
John Calvin (July 10, 1509 – May 27, 1564) was 
a French Protestant theologian during 
the Protestant Reformation and was a central 
developer of the system of Christian theology 
called Calvinism or Reformed theology. In Geneva, 
he rejected Papal authority, established a new 
scheme of civic and ecclesiastical governance, and 
created a central hub from which Reformed 
theology was propagated. He is renowned for his 
teachings and writings and infamous for his role in 
the execution of Michael Servetus (sentenced to 
death by burning for denying the Trinity and infant 
baptism.) He is commemorated as a renewer of the 
church by the Lutheran Church on May 27. 

The Five points of Calvinism, sometimes called the doctrines of grace and remembered in 
the English-speaking world with the mnemonic TULIP, are a summary of the judgments 
(or canons) rendered by the Synod of Dordt reflecting the Calvinist understanding of the 
nature of divine grace and predestination as it relates to salvation.  

The central assertion of the five points is that God is able to save every one of those upon 
whom he has mercy and that his efforts are not frustrated by the unrighteousness or the 
inability of humans. 

Quotes on Calvinism 

“The God of Calvin is the good shepherd, who names and numbers his sheep, who saves 
the lost sheep and fends off the wolf. The God of Wesley is the hireling, who knows not 
the flock by name and number, who lets the sheep go astray and be eaten by the wolf. 
Which is more loving, I ask?” 
Steve Hays 

“What the Arminian wants to do is to arouse man's activity: what we want to do is to kill it 
once for all - to show him that he is lost and ruined, and that his activities are not now at 
all equal to the work of conversion; that he must look upward. They seek to make the man 
stand up: we seek to bring him down, and make him feel that there he lies in the hand of 
God, and that his business is to submit himself to God, and cry aloud, 'Lord, save, or we 
perish.' We hold that man is never so near grace as when he begins to feel he can do 
nothing at all. When he says, 'I can pray, I can believe, I can do this, and I can do the other,' 
marks of self-sufficiency and arrogance are on his brow.” 
C. H. Spurgeon 

"There is a God.  You are not Him." 
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Notes about Calvinism 

Because of the widespread influence of Calvinism, this is perhaps one of the most 
important studies a Christian can ever engage in.  It is essential to become familiar with 
these false doctrines so that one will not be led astray. 

1. History of the Christian Church Vol II P 246 Philip Schaff, "It was the universal faith of the 
church that man was made in the image of God, pure and holy, and fell by his own guilt.  
But the extent of sin and the consequences of the fall were not fully discussed before the 
Pelagius-Augustine controversy in the fifth century."  

2. John Calvin was born in France on July 10, 1509.  As a result of his study of the Greek 
New Testament, Calvin became dissatisfied with and left the Catholic church. Through his 
influence and teaching, he became the founder of the doctrinal system known as 
Calvinism.  

3. Calvin did not technically establish a denomination during his lifetime.  However, his 
theology is the basis for the modern day Presbyterian church.  

4. It is somewhat difficult to find a classic five point Calvinist these days.  However, almost 
every religious denomination has adopted a Calvinistic like theology.  Even some of the 
cults have accepted some Calvinistic principles.  The Jehovah's Witnesses, for example, 
believe in the concept of inherited sin.  

5. ISBE, 1979, Depraved. "In the history of theology mankind's depravity has been 
interpreted as coming from Adam. Augustine, (354-430AD) credited with formulating the 
concept of original sin, held that Adam's fall corrupted man, making the human race a 
mass of sin. Man inherited both the tendency to sin and the guilt for Adam's sin for in him 
the entire race sinned.  

6. Britannica 1979 VII, pg. 837-8, "Pelagianism...(Palagius 370-440AD) rejecting the 
arguments of those who claimed that they sinned because of human weakness, he 
insisted that God made human beings free to choose between good and evil and that sin 
is voluntary.  Celestius, a disciple of Pelagius, denied the church's doctrine of original sin 
and the necessity of infant Baptism"  "He (Pelagius) blamed Rome's moral laxity on the 
doctrine of divine grace (as taught by Augustine).  He attacked this teaching on the 
grounds that it imperiled the entire moral law. He thus reasoned that if a man were not 
himself responsible for his good and evil deeds, there was nothing to restrain him from 
indulgence in sin. Pelagus soon gained a considerable following at Rome"  

7. Calvinism: "A comprehensive theological system chiefly distinguished by its view of God 
and His relationship to man. The name of the system is derived from John Calvin's 
surname..." The five points of Calvinism P1.  

8. "Calvin's name was given to a religious system of which he was truly the champion but not 
the founder." F.T.Puckett  

9. Calvin accurately taught the correct concept of man before the fall: "Man, in his state of 
innocence, had freedom and power to will and to do that which is good and well-pleasing 
to God; but yet mutably, so that he might fall from it."  "God has endued that will of man 
with that natural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is neither forced for, by 
any necessity of nature, determined to do good or evil." (Westminster Confession of Faith) 
This freewill nature of man did not change when Adam and Eve sinned but is the same 
today.  



“DOMINO THEORY”  

A theory that one event will set off a train of similar events.  

"DOMINO THEOLOGY" 

A domino theology is a system of doctrine that consists of several component 
parts. All the parts are required to maintain the system.  The individual parts 
are interdependent, even symbiotic.  By refuting any one single part of the 
system, you defeat the entire system!  It is like playing dominoes!  Knock one 
doctrine over and you destroy the entire system!   

 Calvinism is a system of false doctrine that is taught in most 
evangelical denominations.  

 There are 5 major points of Calvinism. These 5 points are known by 
the acronym: T.U.L.I.P.  

 None of the 5 points are taught in the Bible.  

 All five points must be accepted or rejected as a unit. Refute any 
one element and the whole system falls!  

 
 
The below is copied from www.gotquestions.org.  This person proposes 
to believe in some aspects of Calvinism, but not all.  Be prepared to 
discuss this person’s position. 
 

 
“I believe that Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Irresistible Grace, and 
Perseverance of the Saints are Biblical doctrines. Man is definitely sinful and 
incapable of believing in God on his own. God elects people based on His will 
alone – it is not based on any merit in the person chosen. All those whom God 
has chosen will come to faith. All those who are truly born-again will persevere 
in their faith. However, I do not believe that Limited Atonement is correct. 
Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, not just for the sins of the elect.” 

http://www.gotquestions.org/
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What is Calvinism? 

1. Calvinism is a system of false doctrine that is taught in most 
evangelical denominations.  

2. There are 5 major points of Calvinism. These 5 points are known by 
the acronym: T.U.L.I.P.  

3. None of the 5 point is taught in the Bible.  

4. All five points must be accepted or rejected as a unit. Refute any one 
element and the whole system falls! ("Domino Theology") 

T  
Total 

Depravity  

Babies inherit the sin of Adam and are totally 
depraved and therefore unable to respond to the 
gospel message of Christ.  

U  
Unconditional 

Election  

(or Predestination) God had a master list of those 
who will be saved and those who will go to hell 
before creation in Gen 1:1. The list is unchangeable.  

L  
Limited 

Atonement  
Christ did not die for all men but only those on the 
"saved list"  

I  
Irresistible 

Grace  

God sends the Holy Spirit only those on the saved list 
which removes their depraved nature inherited from 
Adam and creates within them a saving faith in 
Christ. The Holy Spirit thereafter guides them directly 
to understand and correctly interpret the Bible.  

P  
Perseverance 
of the Saints  A child of God once saved, cannot be lost.  

 



Man's Free Will to do Good or Evil 

Throughout Scripture, the Bible continuously instructs mankind to make righteous decisions by free 
will.  Many persons misinterpret a few verses to arrive at the false idea that mankind does not have 
a free will to do good or make righteous decisions.  Below are some verses which strongly show that 
mankind has the responsibility to exercise their free will and is commanded by God to do so. 

Deuteronomy 30:11-14 "For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious 
for you, nor is it far off.  "It is not in heaven, that you should say, `Who will ascend into heaven for 
us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'  "Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 
`Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'  "But the word is 
very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it. 

Deuteronomy 30:15-19 "See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, “in that I 
command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, 
His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless you 
in the land which you go to possess.  "But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are 
drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them,  "I announce to you today that you shall surely 
perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and 
possess.  "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live. 

John 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

John 15:7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 
be done for you. 

Romans 2:10-11 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. 

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.  And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 
crown. 

1 Timothy 6:12-14 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also 
called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  I urge you in the 
sight of God who gives life to all things, and [before] Christ Jesus who witnessed the good 
confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep [this] commandment without spot, blameless until 
our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing. 

2 Timothy 2:21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 

1 John 5:1  Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him 
who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.   



FREE WILL and GRACE 

The Calvinist says:  Freewillism is that doctrine that says, “God loves you, Christ died for you, 

and the Holy Spirit is calling you; but it will all be vain unless you choose to be saved.” 

Freewillism makes the determining factor in salvation to be the will of man. It makes the work 

of the Triune God and the grace of God to be impotent without the consent of man’s “freewill.” 

Freewill religion is in direct opposition to the gospel of the free grace of God. The Bible 

declares that salvation is not accomplished, determined by, or dependent upon the will of 

man, but by the will of God (John 1:12-13; Rom. 9:16). The word “freewill”, when used with 

reference to salvation is a blasphemous obscenity! Don Fortner (www.thebiblechristian.com) 

Refutation: 
A failure to understand the grace of God with regard to the salvation of man has been fatal to many 
persons. There are those who believe that God in His mercy and grace will not permit anyone to be lost; 
consequently, they feel no need for seeking salvation. It is true that the most joyous thought a convicted 
sinner can have is that God has offered to give him salvation. It is necessary, however, for us to 
understand just how one is saved by the grace of God. By definition, grace is unmerited favor. God 
looked upon man as he had sinned and as he was without hope in the world. Although man did not 
deserve it, God formulated a plan whereby man could be saved from his lost condition. Jesus expressed 
this in these words, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). Thus, man has access to the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ. In Romans 5:1-2, the Apostle Paul declared, "Therefore being justified 
by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope in the glory of God". In order for us to be the 
recipients of the grace of God which comes through Jesus Christ, it is necessary for us to know exactly 
how grace saves us. In Ephesians 2: 8-9, Paul declared, "For by grace are you saved through faith and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast". Here, we learn that 
in salvation both God and man have a part. God's part is to provide a way of salvation, or a means 
whereby man can be saved; this he does by His grace. Man's part is to accept the salvation which God so 
freely offers and this is done through faith.  

It is true that no man can save himself by his own works, but he must work according to God's plan in 
order to be saved. We are told in Philippians 2:12 "Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling". Also, James states in James 2:24 "Ye see then that by works a man is justified and not by 
faith only".  It is interesting to note that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord according to Genesis 
6:8, but that Hebrews 11:7 says "By faith Noah being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house, by which he condemned the world and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith". Noah was saved by the grace of God, through faith on his 
part which prompted him to obey God's commands. A person may be saved from his sins by the grace of 
God when he believes what God says and when he obeys the Gospel which is God's power unto 
salvation. Romans 1:16. 



 

 

1. Define Free Will.   

 

 

2.  What is the opposite of Free Will?   Can you find a specific term?   

 

 

3.    How are the following impacted by the notion of NO FREE WILL? 

Guilt 

Forgiveness 

Morality 

Consequences 

Fear 

Desire 
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